In relation to the specific issues | have considered in this chapter, there is no
evidence that Ministers sought to direct the security forces to take a or
permissive approach to loyalist paramilitaries; Ministers do not appear to have
been aware of Brian Nelson’s targeting activities prior to September 1990; and
there is no evidence that Ministers had any foreknowledge of the murder of Patrick
Finucane, nor that Ministers were subsequently provided with any intelligence
briefing suggesting that the intelligence agencies had foreknowledge of a threat
to Mr Finucane’s life.
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